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Comprehensive public safety bill receives bipartisan approval in Oregon House and 
Senate 

  
Salem, Ore.—Legislation that funds treatment and victims’ services with money saved from averted 
prison costs passed the Oregon Senate Thursday afternoon. It passed the House on Wednesday. 
 
The Safety and Savings Act (House Bill 3078) is ambitious legislation brought by the local nonprofit 
Partnership for Safety and Justice. The bill targets drug and property crimes for sentencing reductions so 
that more money can go to local communities for supervision, treatment, and survivor services.  
 
“Oregon was on the brink of opening a second prison for women at a cost of nearly $20 million every two 
years,” said Andy Ko, executive director of Partnership for Safety and Justice. “We brought the Safety 
and Savings Act to ensure people are held appropriately accountable and to make sure they have the 
addiction treatment and other resources they need to care for their children, reboot their lives, and 
function successfully in their communities.” 
  
Earlier in the legislative session, Speaker of the House of Representatives Tina Kotek created a 
workgroup to address the issues facing the state budget in the public safety sector.  Bipartisan former 
House Judiciary Chairs Greg McPherson and Lane Shetterly oversaw the workgroup that forwarded 
recommendations to Kotek. Their report became HB 3078. 
 
The bill was championed by Representatives Carla Piluso and Tawna Sanchez and Senator Jackie 
Winters. 
 
According to Sen. Winters, HB 3078 builds on previous “smart on crime” legislation passed with 
bipartisan support. “We knew that investments in proven Justice Reinvestment work would reduce future 
costs to the state and would also keep communities safe,” Winters said, adding that the bill did not 
sufficiently address women’s rates of incarceration. 
 
“The women’s prison – Coffee Creek – is, at this moment, using 120 temporary and emergency beds, 
putting both inmates and workers at risk. Opening a new women’s prison would cost taxpayers about $20 
million per biennium and would not solve the root causes of addiction-driven property crime, the reason 
most women are incarcerated.” 
 
Former Gresham police chief Carla Piluso was passionate about the need for a different approach for 
children and families. “When I arrested women with their children watching, I knew I was altering their 
lives forever,” said Rep. Piluso, former a Police Chief. 



 
“Many of these mothers were in domestic violence situations or struggling with addiction or mental 
illness,” she said. “We could have done better and should do better now. I know we can hold perpetrators 
accountable and actually start to address the root causes of crime to reduce the likelihood of future crime 
and future victims.” 
 
Rep. Sanchez’s support for HB 3078 is also informed by her professional experience with the criminal 
justice system. “People of color and especially Native women face the brunt of the inequities that persist 
in incarceration rates. I support HB 3078 because of my experience working with countless Native 
women at Coffee Creek, many of whom were victims of domestic violence, suffered from addiction, and 
who were looking for help to turn their lives around and weren’t given the tools to do so. 
 
“People in my district have been disproportionately impacted by crime and incarceration,” continued 
Sanchez. “Oregon’s children and families are being torn apart by a system of over-incarceration that does 
not address the root causes of crime, nor provide adequate resources for victims or invest in the incredible 
human potential of many who are currently struggling.” 
  
The bill now goes to the Governor for her signature when it will become law. 
 
More information about The Safety and Savings Act is available here: https://safetyandjustice.org/2017-
safety-and-savings-act/. 
  
  
About Partnership for Safety and Justice 
  
Partnership for Safety and justice advocates for policies that make Oregon’s approach to public safety 
more effective and just for people convicted of crime, survivors of crime, and the families of both. 
  
We advance solutions that ensure justice, equity, accountability, and healing. We do this by advocating 
for proven strategies that achieve safe and strong communities, prevent crime, and provide opportunities 
for both victims and people who commit crimes to rebuild their lives. 
  
More at https://safetyandjustice.org/. 
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